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AUGUST 2013 ART AND CHANGE GRANTS 
 
A Stick and a Stone 
Change Partner: Alie Vidich 
Neighborhood: West Bradford 
Discipline: Music  
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
A Stick and a Stone will create an album of original music, entitled Chromosome, 
which will draw attention to the existence of gender variance in the natural world 
through its lyrics and presentation. A Stick and a Stone’s goal is to challenge the 
misconception that transgender identities are fabricated and unnatural. The 
album will be released with a live public performance of the music, followed by an 
interactive workshop where participants will explore the ways their own genders 
and sexualities contribute to the vast diversity of human life on this planet. 
 
Annie Mok 
Change Partner: Beverly Rivero 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Annie plans to work on a graphic novel, Body Language, which explores her 
experiences with trans identity and healing from abuse. She will read a section of 
the story at the Philly Feminist Zinefest’s reading at Wooden Shoe Books. Annie 
hopes that other trans people and survivors of sexual abuse, upon hearing this 
story, feel mirrored in their struggle for a voice and feel validated in their 
relationships with their bodies, boundaries, and histories. She hopes her 
audience will be encouraged to share their stories after hearing her own. 
 
Barbara A Grant 
Change Partner: Sara Lomax-Reese, WURD Radio 
Neighborhood: Yeadon 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Barbara will write an interactive "thriller" novel that she hopes will expose the 
failures of big city public school systems, institutional racism in urban areas, and 
the relationship between these factors. The project will engage the citizens of 
Philadelphia and South East Delaware County via online feedback and talk radio 
programming. The novel details the story of two law enforcement officers who 
love the same woman journalist. Through conflict and danger, they uncover an 
international conspiracy to destroy black children. 
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Bianca McClendon Frisby 
Change Partner: Theodore Corbin, Healing Hurt People 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Bianca’s project, The Missing, creates a song that symbolically represents the 
number of African American men missing due to incarceration and violence-
related deaths in Philadelphia. The intention of her piece is to create a productive 
public dialog that can influence policy around issues of poverty and violence that 
most affect African American men and their families. The audience will write their 
responses after they experience the installation on slips of paper. These written 
responses will be scanned and projected on the walls and floor of the installation, 
becoming a metaphorical “safety net” for future lives. 
 
Chana Rothman 
Change Partner: bex* 
Neighborhood: Mount Airy 
Discipline: Music/Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Chana’s project is a collection of songs accompanied by a children's book and 
resource guide for adults featuring a variety of gender expressions. The 
messages are based on self-love, acceptance, and possibility. The project hopes 
to challenge restrictive gender norms that are often imposed on young children. 
The songs and book are a celebration of the many genders and gender 
expressions that exist and how we as a culture/community can encourage, 
nurture, and support them. 
 
Erin Filson 
Change Partner: Rochelle Keyhan 
Neighborhood: South Philadelphia 
Discipline: Media Arts/Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Erin will illustrate a dynamic, computer-based, choose-your-own-adventure comic 
book that will walk users through various realistic street harassment scenarios, 
allowing them to make choices that lead to new visual depictions of potential 
outcomes and reactions. The comic format is engaging, unaggressive, and 
accessible; inviting youth, educators, and activists to interact with and examine 
the issues and nuances of street harassment, its impact on women and/or 
LGBTQ mobility, as well as the long-term psychological impact on people who 
are harassed. 
 
Kerri Radley 
Change Partner: Charlene Kwon, The Soapbox Independent Publishing Center 
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Neighborhood: South Philadelphia 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Kerri will create the 7th issue of her zine, Deafula, which explores deaf identity, 
discrimination, ableism, and queries the label of disability itself. She will also hold 
a release reading at The Soapbox, where she will read from Deafula and 
facilitate discussion with her local zine/arts community about bettering 
approaches to accessibility. The zine and release reading will encourage self-
introspection, raise awareness of inaccessibility at local events, and strengthen 
community by fostering a dialogue on how to make events more inclusive. 
 
Lorelei Narvaja 
Change Partner: Peter Gonzales, Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians 
Neighborhood: East Kensington 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Lorelei’s project, titled Amplified Heart, is a collection of stories, photographic 
portraits and music playlists of new immigrants to Philadelphia. The portraits will 
be installed at the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians, accompanied by 
audio and print interviews about the experiences of new immigrants leaving their 
countries of origin and assimilating into the U.S. Questions about their 
experiences will focus on the music and songs that remind them of being home 
and those that are significant to their journey to Philadelphia. The music and 
interviews will be mixed and repurposed into an audio piece and an opening 
reception for the public will unveil this multimedia approach to storytelling. 
 
Lorna Williams 
Change Partner: Tiona McClodden 
Neighborhood: Germantown 
Discipline: Multi-Disciplinary 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Lorna will create an exhibition featuring the personal narratives of 3-4 African-
American women bike riders and their bikes. She plans to meet with the owners 
and record their personal narratives through a series of video interviews, learning 
of their interests and passions. Lorna will then collect the owner’s personal 
objects and incorporate them within the structure of their bike frames. From there 
she will create “moving sculptural portraits” inspired by these personal narratives. 
The goal is to present bike riding as a means to environmental and health 
awareness within the urban Philadelphia African-American women’s community. 
 
Mica Root 
Change Partner: Bryan Mercer 
Neighborhood: South Philadelphia 
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Discipline: Visual Arts/Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Through photographs and short written pieces, Mica will document the beauty 
and personality of Philadelphia's 74 public swimming pools. In this moment when 
all of our public goods, from education to fire services, are under attack, these 
shimmering respites from our sweltering city summers, and the 800+ seasonal 
and year-round workers who keep them open, are more important than ever. 
Mica wants to lift them up as an example of the best of what Philadelphia is and 
can be before the pools come under attack again. 
 
Michelle Angela Ortiz 
Change Partner: Jasmine Rivera, Juntos 
Neighborhood: South Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Over 11 million undocumented immigrants living in the United States run the risk 
of deportation and their families being torn apart. Michelle’s project, Broken 
Families: Picking Up the Pieces, is a series of temporary site-specific public art 
works that will mark locations of immigrant families affected by deportations in 
Philadelphia. Through in-depth interviews of family members, each piece of 
created artwork will tell their stories and be documented through photographs 
and video. Finally, a virtual online map will spread awareness of the current 
unjust immigration system. 
 
MJ Kaufman 
Change Partner: Martina Plag, Studium-Praxis 
Neighborhood: Mount Airy 
Discipline: Performance/Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
MJ will create a five-day developmental workshop of a puppet play focusing on 
intergenerational trans relationships. The workshop will culminate with a showing 
for an audience of queer and trans community members and theater artists. 
There will also be a facilitated discussion on representation of trans lives and 
relationships in art and media. 
 
Muthi Reed 
Change Partner: Mrs. Karen Falcon, Jubilee School 
Neighborhood: LaMott 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Muthi will work collaboratively with staff, students, and community members at 
Jubilee School in West Philadelphia to install a micro media lab. Muthi will 
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provide basic tenets of media making from research and scripting to conducting 
interviews and non-linear audio/video editing. Through the educational media 
work, the project also seeks to create sustainable partnerships with local media 
organizations. It is Muthi’s goal to train young media makers so that they can 
eventually run the program, which will function as a catalyst for their school for 
many years to come.  
 
Nanci Hersh 
Change Partner: Lisa G. MacMain, YoungMoms Community 
Neighborhood: Landenberg 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Nanci’s project consists of a series of collaborative sculpture workshops with 
YoungMoms Community, a diverse group of teen mothers in Kennett Square.  
Together participants will learn about notable women throughout history who 
have overcome personal challenges to make a positive impact on the lives of 
others, as well as their own. Working in small groups, these young women will 
partner with mentors currently involved with the group to build armatures from 
wire and develop these forms, using papier-mâché and collage materials, into a 
unique portrait of their subject. 
 
 
Rhetta Morgan 
Change Partner: Timothy Shepherd 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Music/Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Rhetta will create a forum to share songs and storytelling for family members of 
incarcerated men and women. She will facilitate a biweekly support group for a 
period of three months in which participants will create community by telling 
stories and singing songs. Workshop participants will perform at the end of the 
three-month period to share the tools they discovered together while waiting. 
 
Sara Zia Ebrahimi 
Change Partner: Alexis McCrimmon  
Neighborhood: Wyndmoor 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Sara Zia’s project, The FBI Blew Up My Ice Skates, is a short collage animation 
film. Based on a true story, the film tells a story from the Iran Hostage Crisis in 
1980 from the perspective of a young girl. The project raises questions about the 
human cost of surveillance and the criminalization of immigrant communities, 
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linking past policy decisions with current national discussions, reframing the 
dominant mindset on "security." 
 
 
Shannon Thompson 
Change Partner: Tiffany Thompson, Philadelphia FIGHT’s Youth Health 
Empowerment Project (Y-HEP) 
Neighborhood: Fishtown 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Shannon’s project, Make-Up is Just Colored Dirt, is a book that teaches aspiring 
artists and everyday men, women and/or transgender people how to apply make-
up, create specific looks or trends, and provides education on products, tools and 
make-up tips. Make-Up is Just Colored Dirt provides a low cost option for the 
aspiring make-up artist, regardless of gender/sexuality, to get the resources they 
will need to create make-up artistry.   
 
Shari Tobias 
Change Partner: Robert Young 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Shari’s project focuses on the life work of Gregory Scott, a devoted Gold Coast 
Buccaneer founder, who was brutally murdered on February 27, 2013. In light of 
this recent tragedy, an exterior of a residential building has been donated for a 
mural to honor the man and the mission of the Buccaneers- to mentor young 
African Americans in cultural awareness, values, and self-discipline while 
promoting community service. The painting will be done collectively in the 
neighborhood with the goal to beautify, memorialize, and raise awareness for this 
organization outside of West Philadelphia. 
 
Sistah Mafalda 
Change Partner: Anthony Johns 
Neighborhood: Chester 
Discipline: Performance/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Sistah Mafalda’s project voices a collective vision of hundreds of thousands of 
people impoverished in communities around the world.  She will highlight one of 
the greatest challenges facing the world today and one that kills nearly 5,000 
children every day -- the lack of access to clean water, particularly in Africa. 
Having traveled to Mali, to the Sahel (Sahara shore), Sistah Mafalda learned 
about the Dogon people who lived in a land without rain or reservoirs, parched 
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for half of the year. She will use dance/technology to show the contrast between 
desert and water. 
 
Talia Young 
Change Partner: Xu Lin 
Neighborhood: Center City 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Talia will work with Asian and Black youth in South Philadelphia to learn about 
and tell stories of family migrations to Philadelphia. She will talk with family 
members and work in mixed-race groups to write a story of migration with 
accompanying photos. The collectively created migration stories will be exhibited 
at two community events. Talia hopes that this project will build a stronger sense 
of Black-Asian solidarity among young people in Philadelphia and counter the 
narrative of antagonism between Asian and Black communities. 
 
Yowei Shaw 
Change Partner: Jeffrey Harley 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Yowei will collaborate with a small group of men working to overcome 
homelessness to create a half-hour audio documentary following a day in the life 
of a homeless person in Philadelphia. After a series of production workshops at 
the Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission, participants will gather sound, conduct 
interviews, and produce a documentary that explores the root causes, 
mainstream perceptions, and consequences of homelessness - as well as 
possible solutions. The documentary will premiere at a listening party followed by 
a panel discussion. 
 
 
 


