
2014 ApplicAtion DeADlines 

the leeway transformation Award is a two-stage process; stage 1 is open to all eligible applicants. A national 
peer review panel will evaluate stage 1 applications and select applicants to advance to stage 2.

Stage 1: May 15  •  Stage 2: by invitation only   
 
these are not postmark deadlines; applications must be received by the deadline date. if the deadline date falls on 
a weekend or holiday, the application must be received by 10:00am the following business day.

We do not accept applications sent by email or fax. 

ApplicAtion submission

If submitting a hard copy application 

Drop off or mail applications to: 
 
leeway Foundation 
the philadelphia building 
1315 Walnut street, suite 832 
philadelphia, pA 19107 

If submitting an online application

Applications may be submitted online at www.leeway.org/apply-for-grants. If you do not receive an email confir-
mation upon submission of your online application, it has not been successfully submitted. Applications must be 
received by the deadline date. 

leeWAy’s other GrAntmAkinG proGrAm 
 
in addition to the transformation Award, leeway offers the Art and change Grant two times per year. these 
project-based grants of up to $2,500 are awarded to women and trans* artists in the Delaware Valley.
the 2014 Art and change Grant deadlines are march 1 and August 1.

contAct inFormAtion 
 
phone:      215.545.4078
email:       info@leeway.org
website:    www.leeway.org
twitter:    @leewayfound 
facebook: facebook.com/leewayFoundation 

*We use the term “trans” in its most inclusive sense, as an umbrella term encompassing transsexual, transgender, genderqueer, 
Two-Spirit people, and more generally, anyone whose gender identity or gender expression is nonconforming and/or different 
from their gender assigned at birth. 

The Transformation Award celebrates women and trans* artists and cultural producers living in the 
Delaware Valley who create art and social change and have done so for the past five years or more, 
demonstrating a commitment to art for social change work. The Transformation Award is a $15,000 
unrestricted award (it is not project-based) open to women and trans* people working in any art form.
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Art for Social Change: What We Mean

Art For sociAl chAnGe 
 
creating social change must be integral to the ideas, beliefs, and goals that are woven throughout your art and 
your process of creating and sharing your art. leeway supports artists involved in art for social change that 
positively affects and respectfully engages communities and audiences.

impAct oF Art With Vision 

Art for social change is art with a vision and an intentional analysis. it is an artistic or creative cultural practice that 
may operate in traditional or nontraditional mediums, modes, or disciplines. Art with a vision impacts people in 
many ways. it can:

• raise consciousness
• Alter how we think about ourselves, our society, or our culture
• create a vision of a more just world
• be a tool or strategy for organizing and movement building 
• preserve or reclaim traditional cultural practices using your artistic practice as a form of resistance or 

empowerment
• create space for expression and build a sense of community
• challenge racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, misogyny, ageism, ableism, or other 

oppressions
• Question mainstream culture and beliefs
• shift or transform the perception of power and/or privilege and the dynamics associated with justice, equality, 

and/or accountability
• engage and utilize a reciprocal process — where there is teaching and learning simultaneously and the 

consent for engagement is mutual, as is the benefit for yourself as an artist and the community you are 
engaging

How to Apply
  
the transformation Award is open to individual artists and cultural producers creating art for social change in any 
medium, including traditional and nontraditional, as well as multimedia and experimental forms.

eliGibility

you are eligible to apply if you: 
 
• have lived for the past two years or more in
• the Delaware Valley: bucks, camden, chester, 

Delaware, montgomery, or philadelphia county
• Are a woman or trans* person 
• Are at least 18 years old 
• have been creating art for social change for the 

past five years or more

you may not apply if you: 
 
• Are a full-time student in an arts degree program 
• have previously received a transformation Award
• have not turned in all reports due from previous 

leeway grants

• Art and change Grant applicants may apply for the leeway transformation Award in the same year. 
• if you receive the transformation Award, you may not apply for the Art and change Grant for the next two 

years. 
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AGe AnD resiDency DocumentAtion 

This documentation is confidential and will not be shared with anyone other than the Leeway staff. You may mask 
any financial or sensitive information in these documents. note: You must submit documentation for both age 
and residency.

Age: For proof of age, include a clear photocopy of one of the following: driver’s license, passport, birth certificate, 
non-driver’s identification card, voter registration card, or immigration registration card or papers.

residency: For proof of current residency, include a clear photocopy of one of the following: utility bill, rental 
agreement, mortgage agreement or payment, house deed, tax return, or other documentation of residency. 
residency documentation should match the address you listed on page 1 of the application.

Note: If submitting online, you can upload a digital scan (.pdf or .jpg) of your age and residency documentation or 
you can mail it in or drop it off.

Recipients of the Leeway Transformation Award must fill out a W-9 tax form and provide their legal 
name.

if you do not have any of the above documents or have concerns about submitting them, call the leeway staff at 
215.545.4078.

AWArD perioD 
 
the 2014 leeway transformation Award period is from January 2015 to December 2015. 

AWArD perioD resiDency reQuirements 
 
Applicants for the transformation Award must have lived continuously in bucks, camden, chester, Delaware, 
montgomery, or philadelphia counties since at least April 2012. Awardees must maintain residency in one of 
these six counties throughout the award period ending December 31, 2015.

collAborAtion: ApplyinG With other Artists 
 
you may apply collaboratively with one or more artists for the transformation Award.  

• each co-applicant must meet leeway’s basic eligibility requirements (guidelines page 2).
• You must have worked with each other for the past five years or more creating art for social change.
• indicate in the Artist information section (application page 1) that your project is a collaboration and whether 

you are the main contact person.
• each co-applicant must submit separate Artist information and experience sections (make sure to detail any 

collaborative experience you have together).
• each co-applicant must provide age and residency documentation.
• co-applicants must jointly submit one form for each of the following: experience and Description of your Art 

for social change Work. make sure to describe the experience and work of the collaboration, not your indi-
vidual practices.

• All application materials must be submitted in one envelope.
• should you receive the award, the award check will be issued to the collaboration’s main contact.
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Award Review Process

peer reVieW pAnel 
 
An independent peer review panel will evaluate applications based on the following criteria: 

• Breadth and depth of your experience creating art for social change for five years or more
• Whether or not social change is an intentional part of your artistic practice 
• your relationship to the communities you work with 
• Audience and/or community engagement 

stAGe 1 FinAlist stAtus notiFicAtion 
 
If you are selected as a Stage 1 finalist, a notification letter will be mailed to you eight weeks after the application 
deadline. 

Applicants who do not become finalists may contact Leeway staff for review panel feedback.

Social Change Intent/Vision

We ask you to identify up to three social change categories that best describe the intent or vision behind your 
project for the purposes of evaluating our programs. these categories are not meant to force you into a box. they 
are intended to enable us to organize grantees around social change issues and help us analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness and impact of our outreach and grantmaking.

if your issue is not listed below or you have questions about which to choose, call the leeway staff at 
215.545.4078.

• cultural preservation
• Disability justice
• Displacement, migration, and immigration
• economic justice
• ending war: militarization, criminalization, and mass incarceration
• environmental justice
• Feminism
• indigenous sovereignty/rights
• lGbtQi social movements and transgender justice/gender self-determination
• racial justice
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Artistic disciplines

We ask you to choose the primary category that best represents your artistic practice, this will allow us to group 
applicants by discipline for the purpose of evaluating our programs.

We recognize that these disciplines may feel narrow, but they are not meant to limit you. they are intended to 
enable us to organize grantees within a set of “high-level” disciplines and to help us analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness and impact of our outreach and grantmaking. the application provides an opportunity for you to talk 
more about the multi-disciplinary or hybrid nature of your work, should you feel constrained by these categories,

you have the option of choosing one primary category as well as a secondary category on the application. below 
is a list of categories and examples of disciplines that might fall within them. if your disciplines are not on the list or 
you have questions about which category to choose, call the leeway staff at 215.545.4078.
 

crAFts & teXtiles

book Art
costume Design
crocheting
Doll making
Fashion Design
Furniture making
knitting
puppetry
Quilting
scenic Design
sex toys
Weaving

Folk Arts 

capoeira
culinary Art
hair braiding
heritage Gardening
storytelling
traditional Dance
traditional music 

literAry Arts 

Creative Nonfiction
creative Writing
playwriting
poetry
prose
short stories

meDiA Arts

Animation
Audio Documentary 
Documentary
Film
interactive Design
multimedia
new media
podcast
Video
Web-based Work

music

composition
Deejaying
hip-hop
instrumental performance
Jazz
opera
producing
rapping
singing
songwriting
Vocal performance

perFormAnce 

Acting
Dance
movement
musical theater
oral history
performance Art
spoken Word
theater

VisuAl Arts

cartoon/comic illustration
Digital Art
Drawing
Graphic Design
illustration
installation
mixed media
murals
painting
photography
printmaking
screenprinting
sculpture

multi-DisciplinAry

please be advised that this category 
is for artists in which multiple disci-
plines are key to the execution and 
integral to the success of the work.  

If you choose multi-disciplinary, 
do not choose a secondary 
discipline.

    transformation award (stage 1) guIdelIneS 5

Examples of Previous Transformation Awardees

refer to our website for examples of previous leeway transformation Award recipients. if you have trouble 
accessing the website, contact leeway to request a list of examples of past awardees.



Things to Remember When Filling Out Your Application

• you must answer all questions. incomplete applications will not be considered for funding.
• An application is considered incomplete without residency and age documentation.
• Your final application must have your original signature. No photocopied signature pages will be accepted.
• if you prefer to use your own paper instead of the application, make sure to use standard-size letter paper 

(8.5” × 11”) with a minimum of .75” margins. use 11-point font or larger (anything smaller will not be consid-
ered for funding), use one side of each page, and make sure your name is on each page.

• space on the application is limited, so be clear and concise in all your answers.
• it is recommended that you ask someone unfamiliar with your work to read your application for clarity.
• if you have questions, need help with translation, or want feedback on your project idea or application, you are 

welcome to attend an applicant support session or contact the leeway staff by phone or email.

Helpful Hints

Artist inFormAtion section (ApplicAtion pAGes 1) 
 
• You must fill out this section completely, including your neighborhood, county, artistic discipline(s), previous  

address, and residency dates. if you are not applying as a collaborator, you may leave this space blank.
• provide your artist name or preferred name as well as your legal name. these may be the same name.
• your preferred name will be used in all publicity or public materials should you receive an award.
• your legal name refers to the name by which you are legally recognized and may be the name associated with 

your Social Security number or bank account. This name will be kept strictly confidential among the Leeway staff 
and review panel and will not be shared or associated publicly with your preferred name if the names differ.

• If your artistic practice involves significant collaboration with another artist, follow the instructions for collabora-
tions on page 3 of the guidelines.

eXperience Form (ApplicAtion pAGe 4) 
 
• the panel will look at this section to get a sense of your past art for social change work, your approach to your 

work, and its impact.
• you must include a minimum of four and no more than 10 experiences, as well as the dates of each experi-

ence (dates may be approximate).
• Include experiences that reflect five or more years of an art for social change practice.
• experiences can be artistic, personal, political, or professional in nature. the review panel values experiences 

that are often not included in traditional resumes and knows that these experiences can be defining moments 
for an artist.

• your highlighted experience should be the most compelling to you in terms of its relationship to your art for 
social change work.

Description oF your Art For sociAl chAnGe Work (ApplicAtion pAGes 5-6) 
 
the review panel will look at this section to get a sense of the following: 
 
• Why you make art for social change 
• Whether a vision for social change is an integral part of your art practice 
• how your identity connects you to the audiences or communities you work with 
• What role audience or community plays in your work
• What your art for social change work has been over the past five years or more
• What impact your art for social change work has on the Delaware Valley region

Keep in mind that the review panel may not be familiar with your particular artistic practice, so 
describe it clearly. 
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how long have you lived at this address? month/Year month/Yearto

list your previous residence if you have lived at your current address for less than two years.

street Address state Zip codecity

county (choose one):

m philadelphia

m Delaware
m montgomery

m chester

m bucks
m camdenneighborhood   

email Address

Date of birth (mm-DD-yyyy)  phone number(s) 

how long did you live at this address?
month/Year month/Yearto

previous street Address state Zip codecity

county (choose one):

m philadelphia

m Delaware
m montgomery

m chester

m bucks
m camdenprevious neighborhood   

instructions. before you begin, review the transformation Award Guidelines. type or print neatly in blue or black ink. Do 
not write in cursive or all capital letters. Do not staple any page. All sections must be completed in order for this application to 
be considered for an award. 

Artist Information

Artist name or preferred name (to be shared publicly if you receive an award)

legal name 

if different from your artist/preferred name, your legal name will not be shared or associated publicly with your artist/preferred
name and will be kept confidential among Leeway staff and the review panel.
 
to which name should correspondence be addressed?  m Artist/preferred name  m legal name

collaborator(s). list the names of any other artists with whom you are applying. note that each applicant needs to complete 
separate Artist information and experience sections (pages 1-4).

Are you the main contact for this collaboration?   m yes  m no
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in an effort to be trans-inclusive, we offer applicants the opportunity to indicate their preferred pronouns. providing this 
information is optional. if you do not provide your preferred pronouns, you will be referred to by your name in all leeway 
materials. 

i wish to be addressed as:

m she/her      m he/him      m they/them       m

How did you hear about this grant? (Check the appropriate box below and fill in a name for an organization if applicable.)

m mailing list    m Website    m Word of mouth    m Friend    m past recipient   m staff   m Facebook/twitter
m organization:                                                                          m other:

Artistic Discipline oF your Work. choose a discipline from the choices below that best represents the nature of your 
artistic practice. you may also select a secondary discipline if needed. the multi-disciplinary category should only be used 
if multiple disciplines are integral to the work. For more information and examples, refer to guidelines page 5. If you select 
multi-disciplinary, do not choose a secondary discipline.
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name:

AGe AnD resiDency DocumentAtion

choose an item from each list and submit a clear photocopy with your application. Residency documentation must match your 
current address as listed on the previous page.

Age

m   Driver’s license
m   passport
m   Birth certificate
m   Non-driver’s identification card
m   Voter registration card
m   immigration registration card or papers

Residency

m  utility bill
m  rental agreement
m  mortgage agreement or payment coupon
m  house deed
m  tax return
m  other: 

primary Artistic Discipline of your Work:

m crafts & textiles      m Folk Art    m literary Arts     m media Arts    m music    m performance    m Visual Arts    m multi-disciplinary

secondary Artistic Discipline of your Work (optional):

m crafts & textiles      m Folk Art    m literary Arts     m media Arts    m music    m performance    m Visual Arts    

 m cultural preservation
 m Disability justice
 m Displacement, migration, and 

       immigration
 m economic justice

sociAl chAnGe intent/Vision oF your Work. choose up to three social change categories that best represent the nature 
of your work. be ready to explain how your artistic practice engages with and expresses the social change vision and intent catego-
ries you choose.

 m ending war: militarization,          
      criminalization, and mass  
       incarceration

 m environmental justice
 m Feminism

 m indigenous sovereignty/rights
 m lGbtQi social movements and  

      transgender justice/gender self- 
      determination

 m racial justice



Application Checklist 

Please review the application and guidelines to make sure your application is complete. The review panel will not 
consider incomplete applications.  

All ApplicAtions must incluDe the FolloWinG: 
 
m page 1-3: Artist information  
 
m  page 4: experience  

m  pages 5-6: Description of your Art for social change Work  

m  Age documentation (see guidelines page 3 for list of acceptable items)  

m  residency documentation (see guidelines page 3 for list of acceptable items)  

pleAse note the FolloWinG: 
 
• incomplete applications will not be considered for funding.
• Do not staple your application.
• All pages must be one-sided. 
• All application pages must include your preferred name at the top of the page. 
• We recommend that you keep a copy of your application for your records. 

conFirm AnD siGn. i certify that i am a Delaware Valley resident and have lived continuously in new Jersey’s camden 
county or pennsylvania’s bucks, chester, Delaware, montgomery, or philadelphia county from April 2012 to the present. 
i am applying for the award with the intention that i will continue to be a resident of the Delaware Valley region throughout 
the award year, ending December 31, 2015. i meet all of the requirements of the award application and, to the best of my 
knowledge, this application and the attached supporting materials are complete and accurate. i authorize leeway to use my 
preferred name and submitted materials for publicity purposes.

signature  (legal name)               Date 

name:
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have you ever received funding from leeway?  m yes  m no

if yes, list any grants/awards and years:

Have you turned in your final report(s)?  m yes   m no



experience

provide a brief description and date for 4-10 artistic, personal, political, professional, or social change-based experiences 
relevant to your art for social change work. Include experiences that reflect five or more years of an art for social change 
practice. review the transformation Award Guidelines for helpful hints and tips for completing this page.

Use this side only or share your five years of experiences and highlighted experience on one side of a separate sheet of paper 
(8.5” × 11”, minimum .75” margins, 11-point font or larger) use no more than 325 characters (with spaces) per experience). if 
using a separate sheet of paper, make sure your name is on it.

name:
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Description of Experience 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Date(s) of Experience 

hiGhliGhteD eXperience. Describe in more detail one of the experiences listed above. use no more than 2000 characters 
(with spaces).



description of Your Art for Social Change Work

Please answer the following questions. you may use either this application form or two separate sheets of paper (8.5” × 
11”, minimum .75” margins, 11-point font or larger). please limit your answers to 3500 characters (with spaces) per question. 
if using a separate sheet of paper, pages cannot be double-sided. make sure your name is on every page. Answer all six 
questions thoroughly. review the transformation Award Guidelines for helpful hints and tips.

1. Describe your art for social change practice, giving a sense of what your artistic practice, discipline, or cultural content has
been for at least the past five years. How has it evolved over time?

2. Describe your art for social change work. provide specific examples of work you have done in the past five years (or
prior to that).

3.As part of this process you were asked to identify the social change intent of your artistic or cultural practice from a list of 
issues. explain how your practice engages with and expresses your social change vision and intent. how is social change 
a part of your art? Is it in the process of creating it, in the finished product, in how you share it, etc.? Provide at least one 
example.

name:
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4. Define your community. What factors (ability, education, geography, gender, race, religion, etc.) have led to your being a 
part of this community? How does it influence your work?

5. What is your relationship to the audience or community you are working with? how does who you are play a role in this?

6. What is the impact of your art for social change work — on the audiences who experience it and/or on the community?
how does your work impact the Delaware Valley region? how do you (or others) measure this impact?

name:
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