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August 2014 Art And Change Grants 
 
Amanda Nardone 
Change Partner: Philly AIDS Thrift 
Neighborhood: North Philadelphia 
Discipline: Crafts & Textiles/Visual Arts  
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Amanda’s project, XWHY, is a weekend event that includes an art exhibition as well 
as a fiber and drag workshop. The exhibition will feature gender non-conforming 
lingerie and reinterpretations of drag, while the workshops will engage queer folk in a 
creative process to redefine the visual expression of gender identity. The event seeks 
to unite the young artist community and the Philadelphia LGBT Community. Amanda 
hopes her audience will not only create a dialogue revolving around the normative 
public perception of gender, but also be impacted on a personal level.  
 
Amy Lyn Brand 
Change Partner: Maggie Buckwalter 
Neighborhood: Pennsburg 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500  
 
Amy will advocate support for breastfeeding through a gallery exhibition of her 
sculpture, drawing, and text. With a mission to inform, desensitize, and shift 
perspective around the ways we view nourishment, Amy envisions all stages of her 
project as a two-way dialogue focused around questions rather than definitive 
statements. The exhibit will explore areas of ambivalence and tension around 
women’s experiences, revealing both its benefits and demands. Amy seeks to 
investigate broader feminist topics related to nourishment and nurturing, as well as 
celebrate and critique the experience of motherhood in our society.  
 
Andrea Walls 
Change Partner: Marissa Johnson-Valenzuela 
Neighborhood: Fairview, Camden County 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Andrea’s poetry manuscript, The Black Body Curve, will be transformed into a free-
access, interactive website with visual content and teaching curriculum. Revolving 
around the officially-sanctioned May 13, 1985 MOVE Bombing, Andrea’s project will 
promote awareness of the continuing historical contexts for the bombing and the 
ways they are connected to global acts of violence, including poverty. Andrea’s intent 
is to not only engage youth using accessible technology, but to also provoke 
thoughtful and nuanced discourse on healing community trauma and resisting cycles 
of racial injustice and violence. 
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Bernadene Davis 
Change Partner: Mahdi El 
Neighborhood: Southwest Philadelphia 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Bernadene will teach and supervise the creation of an original book of poetry by 
youth, ages 4-12. Utilizing various writing formats such as rhyme and alliteration, 
Bernadene will facilitate both the children’s writing process as well as stage 
presence. Not only will the children have their book produced and professionally 
printed, but they will also travel to the Library of Congress to recite their work – an 
experience that will be digitally documented and broadcast on community television. 
Through her project, Bernadene hopes to decrease marginalization in the lives of 
these children as well as preserve African American writing in the community. 
 
Catzie Vilayphonh 
Change Partner: Susie Ratsavong 
Neighborhood: South Philadelphia 
Discipline: Performance/Music 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Catzie’s Laos In The House project will celebrate and honor the work and legacy of 
renowned Lao dancer, teacher, and artist Pom Khampradith, who passed away from 
breast cancer in April 2014. By presenting Pom’s story and work through her first five 
students and son Ravi, Catzie’s project will showcase the collaborative efforts of 
remembrance as well as preserve cultural and historical traditions for current and 
future generations. The goal of the project is to resist the rejection of cultural 
traditions for many Lao Americans who are often marginalized by a culture that does 
not prioritize art or embrace social commentary. 
 
Denise Allen 
Change Partner: Vashti Dubois 
Neighborhood: Jenkintown 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Denise will create a photo exhibit of African American boys, as they are seen through 
the eyes of their mother. Accompanied by the mother’s written statement as well as 
one of her parenting strategies, these photos will elevate and honor these young men 
and also shine a light on their stigmatized existence. Audience members will have the 
opportunity to participate in the exhibit by sharing their thoughts, fears, and best 
parenting strategies, which will be hung up at the end of the show. Denise’s hope is 
that this exhibit will negate stereotypical images of African American young men as 
portrayed in the media and provide a platform to reshape those images.  
 
Donna Backues 
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Change Partner: Indonesian Diaspora Network (Hani White) 
Neighborhood: South Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Donna will teach an Indonesian batik workshop within the Indonesian community of 
South Philadelphia with the primary vision of preserving a cultural tradition that is a 
national treasure for the people of Indonesia. Besides learning the technique, teen 
and adult students will also learn about the history of batik in Indonesia, an art form 
that has been a strong source of identity for Indonesians crossing religious, racial, 
and cultural boundaries. Together, students will create a both an individual and 
collaborative piece that will serve as a visual representation of the hopes and dreams 
of the Indonesian community in Philadelphia.  
 
Donna Oblongata 
Change Partner: Sarah Lowry 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Donna will offer a free performance workshop in Clown Through Mask, a complete 
introductory course that uses the Pochinko Clowning technique created by visionary 
master teacher Richard Pochinko. Not only will Donna’s workshop be open to the 
public, but it will also be the first time that this often-expensive training has been 
offered for free within the United States. As a performance art that holds potential for 
inclusivity, this workshop will expand the types of bodies and stories we see on the 
mainstream stage as well as celebrate personal histories, rather than ignore them, 
within the creative process. The workshop will culminate with a public showing of 
student work.  
 
Frances McElroy 
Change Partner: Joselli Audain Deans, EdD 
Neighborhood: Narberth 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Frances’ documentary Black Ballerina uses the overwhelmingly white world of ballet 
to raise consciousness about issues of race, equality, and inclusion. Told through the 
stories of six women from varied generations, united in their passion for ballet, 
Frances’ film illustrates how the climate for some ballerinas of color has become 
more encouraging, while for others, there continues to be a lack of opportunity. Not 
only will Black Ballerina stimulate dialogue revolving around social change, but it will 
also increase awareness about the lack of diversity in ballet, and encourage the 
creation of more opportunities for ballerinas of color. Frances’ goal is to make the 
“gatekeepers” of ballet aware of their own limited, traditional way of thinking.  
 
G Ragovin 
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Change Partner: Trans Oral History Project 
Neighborhood: Cedar Park 
Discipline: Media Arts/Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
G Ragovin’s Queer Homes Oral History Project investigates and documents queer 
communal living histories in Philadelphia for people who could not or would not 
create “normal” families for themselves. In its first phase, the project will focus on 
gay presences within and influences on the Movement for a New Society (MNS) and 
examine the intersection of radical praxis and queer politics. Additional phases will 
examine neighborhoods, houses, eras, and notable individuals. Filling a major gap in 
the written history of queer Philadelphia as well as the United States, G’s project will 
preserve queer history and provide opportunities for individuals to learn from the 
successes and mistakes of their predecessors. 
 
Heidi Barr 
Change Partner: The East Park Revitalization Alliance (EPRA) 
Neighborhood: Roxborough 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Crafts & Textiles 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Heidi will host a series of events celebrating community gardens in Strawberry 
Mansion. The events will include three multi-generational workshops, culminating in 
large-scale sculptural installations at garden festivals hosted by the East Park 
Revitalization Alliance (EPRA). Designed to foster community, educate participants 
about urban farming and environmental issues, and include them in the creation of 
the installation art, the workshops will teach plant-based dye techniques and seed 
bombing. Heidi’s goal is to not only see gardens growing all along the Ridge Avenue 
corridor, but to inspire growth: Growth of food, awareness, creativity, community, and 
public support.  
 
Jasmine Rivera 
Change Partner: Myryam Avila 
Neighborhood: Point Breeze 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Through a video project, Jasmine will interview and document three Peruvian women 
about their experiences within resistance and social justice movements. Capturing 
firsthand the role of these immigrant women of color, the project will examine what 
worked and did not work at the time and how individuals can apply the lessons from 
these experiences to their work today. In addition to serving as an educational and 
organizing tool, Jasmine’s project will preserve Latina culture and the knowledge that 
one’s own history is a vital first step in movement building. The project will conclude 
with a public screening. 
 
Jennifer Bennett 
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Change Partner: Scribe Video Center 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Jennifer’s documentary, currently entitled Spirit of the Times, tells the story of two 
brothers, Rashie Abdul Samad and Sharif Abdur Rahim, who built a 40-year business 
and family legacy using raw materials and the black liberation spirit. In its exploration 
of the brothers from idealistic youth to local and global traders, the film will be used 
to inspire the disenfranchised with the belief that they can improve their personal 
economies and build their communities. Screenings will be followed by open forum 
discussions about the role of culture and economy in the black community, and will 
provide networking opportunities to further the potential success of black 
businesses. 
 
Jennifer Yee 
Change Partner: Camille Sorrentino 
Neighborhood: Narberth  
Discipline: Literary Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Jennifer will compose a feature-length screenplay about caregivers for loved ones 
battling Alzheimer’s Disease. Revolving around the story of a musician who loses his 
ability to complete daily tasks while still retaining his ability to play music, the film will 
resist assumptions and stereotypes made about individuals with disabilities. 
Jennifer’s intent is to build a sense of community for caregivers in America as well as 
raise awareness, tolerance, and understanding for those living with disabilities and 
chronic illnesses. 
 
Jingchao Ma 
Change Partner: Chinese Lala Alliance  
Neighborhood: University City 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $1,960  
 
Jingchao will make a short film presenting the diverse understandings and 
imaginations of home and family from queer and transfolk communities in 
Philadelphia and Taiwan. Based on interviews conducted locally and abroad in 
Taiwan, the film will be open-ended and explore various meanings of home and home 
building. Jingchao’s aim is to convey the different yet similar voices captured 
throughout the interviews and bring them together, so that an audience can 
appreciate and celebrate the rich ways of thinking and living that these communities 
create.  
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Lenora Early 
Change Partner: Kelli Caldwell of Occupy Airwaves 
Neighborhood: South Philadelphia  
Discipline: Media Arts/Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Lenora’s film, EMBARKATIONS, explores the family life of John Coltrane during his 
early years as a young musician in Philadelphia, and focuses on the family’s 
experience as members of the 2nd Great Migration. The film will not only preserve 
Coltrane’s story but will also relate the black housing problems of the past to today’s 
struggle to attain decent housing. Lenora intends to record local history, foster 
communal identity, and encourage resistance to neighborhood incursion, 
gentrification, and dissolution.  

 
M. Asli Dukan 
Change Partner: Brendon Jobs  
Neighborhood: Southwest Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
M. Asli will create a poster-sized infographic revolving around the history of African 
Americans in speculative fiction books and movies. Through images and text, the 
poster will not only supply the reader with an introduction to this canon of work, but 
also highlight and connect it to a larger framework that is contemporary and relates 
to African American youth. The poster will be introduced as an educational tool within 
select Philadelphia high schools during the 2014-2015 year, with accompanying 
presentations and workshops aiming to encourage students’ engagement in story 
and world building techniques that can potentially enrich and transform their lives. 

 
Maggie Eighteen 
Change Partner: Metropolarity  
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Maggie will create a paperback and audiobook collection of non-binary, queer 
dystopian sci-fi, comprised of pre-existing and yet-unpublished stories from the All 
That’s Left zine series. The project will be made available online in digital format for 
free and upon completion, it will be showcased with featured readings and 
performances. The collection seeks to fill the void of science fiction that speaks to 
the emotional experience of marginalized communities and allow readers to see the 
world through a new perspective. Maggie hopes the collection will enable readers to 
critique power dynamics and inspire them to re-envision our world. 
 
Mai Schwartz 
Change Partner: Elliot batTzedek 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
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Discipline: Literary Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Mai will translate Austria-Hungary, a poetry collection by Argentinian writer and 
activist Néstor Perlongher, which deals with nationalism, state violence, and queer 
resistance. Never before published in English, this translation will preserve 
Perlongher’s work while offering understanding among queer and trans people within 
a movement for self-determination. By creating this chapbook, Mai will contribute to 
conversations within gender-variant communities and add to the arsenal of creative 
responses to violence. 
 
Mari Morales-Williams 
Change Partner: Nuala Cabral 
Neighborhood: West Philadelphia 
Discipline: Multi-Disciplinary 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Mari will conduct a 12-week program where high school girls, ages 14-18, will focus 
on anti-violence work using art for healing, activism, and community organizing. 
Addressing issues of race, gender, and sexual violence, the program will use dance 
as an impetus for community building and prompt young black and Latina women to 
use dance, movement, and spoken word to create safe spaces for individual and 
collective healing. In the process, these same girls will be lifted up to become 
community leaders as they plan three community events that promote anti-gender 
violence through the arts. The program will be documented through film.  
 
Maria Maneos 
Change Partner: David Gussak 
Neighborhood: Montgomery Township 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Maria’s Brush with the Law is a visual arts program, conducted within the 
Montgomery County Correctional Facility, that will inspire introspection, provide a 
positive outlet for self-expression, reduce recidivism, and help offenders confidently 
re-enter and reconnect with their communities. This program will encourage students 
to use the visual arts as a catalyst for positive transition, and help society understand 
the need for rehabilitation in the prison system for peaceful coexistence and reentry. 
At the end of the program, there will be two free and open-to-the-public exhibits of 
selected works from each student, which will solidify their own recognition as creative 
beings and also allow their voices to be heard.   
 
Maria Möller 
Change Partner: Amber Art and Design 
Neighborhood: East Passyunk 
Discipline: Multi-Disciplinary 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
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Maria’s project, 75º West is an exchange-based collaboration between artists, 
activists, and communities in Philadelphia and Medellín, Colombia. In response to 
injustice, people of these two cities, both of which sit at the 75º west longitudinal 
line, will create and trade both material objects and intangible experiences that will 
foster a greater understanding of human connection, political change, and 
transformative action. The initial conception of the project is as an exchange of 
photograph images that hold cultural and emotional significance; yet, cross-cultural 
discussion will inform and illuminate the entire process.  
 
Monnette Sudler 
Change Partner: Montgomery County Community College (Brent Woods) 
Neighborhood: Germantown  
Discipline: Music/Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
The Monnette Sudler Philadelphia Guitar Summit, scheduled for January 2015, will 
feature four workshops and a final concert at Montgomery County Community 
College. Free workshops, hosted by Montgomery Community College, the Seniors 
Center in the Park, and the Clef Club of Jazz and Performing Arts, will address topics 
such as the culture of African, Jazz, and Blues music and the emergence of young 
women within the Philadelphia music scene. The projects seeks to raise 
consciousness, create space for expression in and for different communities, 
challenge racism, sexism, and ageism through diversity, and engage participants in a 
reciprocal process where learning and teaching occur simultaneously. 
 
Pheralyn Dove 
Change Partner: Philadelphia Clef Club of Jazz and the Performing Arts 
Neighborhood: Overbrook 
Discipline: Performance 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Pheralyn’s performance piece, entitled Sacred Soul Sister: A Tribute to Trudy Pitts, 
will preserve Trudy Pitts’ musical legacy as a pianist, singer, composer, arranger, 
conductor, and educator. Through narration, acting, and spoken-word sequences, the 
project seeks to bring Trudy out of obscurity and viscerally inspire viewers to take 
positive actions for living out their own dreams. Whether performed locally, 
nationally, or internationally, each performance will be followed by a talk back 
segment, which will foster dialogue and motivate positive self-reflection within 
audience members. 
 
Qui Dorian 
Change Partner: Studio 34 Yoga and Healing Arts 
Neighborhood: Southwest Philadelphia 
Discipline: Folk Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
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Qui’s project, entitled Bodywerq, aims to share information and start discussion 
around the power of yoga as a movement practice and healing art in queer and trans 
communities of color. Specifically directed toward these communities regardless of 
experience or physical limitations, Bodywerq will be a collection of filmed 
instructional yoga and meditation practices. In addition, a short documentary 
featuring both local and national queer and trans yogis of color will be produced, 
serving as a catalyst for meaningful discussion around honoring the identities of 
queer and trans people of color through yoga and the healing arts as well as their 
access to it. 
 
Robin Markle 
Change Partner: Andrew Cornell 
Neighborhood: Cedar Park 
Discipline: Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Robin’s project, Live the Revolution Now, will be an interactive web documentary 
recording the history and legacy of Movement for a New Society (MNS) with an 
emphasis on their impact in West Philadelphia. Free and available to the public, the 
project will explore MNS using writing, illustration, stop-motion, narration, archival 
interviews and footage. Visitors will also be allowed to submit their own stories, 
reflections, and archival documents in the process. Robin’s goal is that through 
exploring the stories of MNS’ development and struggles, activists of today will gain 
insights into their own organizing efforts. 
 
Sandra Andino 
Change Partner: Mary Lou Williams Center for Black Culture 
Neighborhood: North Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Media Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Through an audio-photo documentary project, entitled What it means to be Afro-
Latino in Philadelphia: Stories from El Barrio, Sandra will explore Afro-Latino identity, 
race, and racism in Philadelphia. Seeking to fill a void in Afro-Latino representation, 
the collaborative series will feature seven large-scale black and white digital portraits 
and accompanying interviews that will describe the struggle to assert Afro-Latino 
identity and the racial prejudice and conflicts experienced both inside and outside 
their communities. Yet, these conversations will also express the subject’s resiliency 
and pride in their African heritage and ancestry. As a supplementary component, 
Sandra will lead workshops and engage youth in a dialogue about racial/ethic 
identity, racism, and cultural pride. 

 
Toni Shapiro-Phim 
Change Partner: Rorng Sorn 
Neighborhood: Merion Station 
Discipline: Visual Arts 
Grant Amount: $1,195 
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Toni’s photographic essay project will highlight the memories of humanitarian aid 
workers on the Thai-Cambodian border during the Cambodian refugee crisis in the 
1980s and share these stories with Cambodians who were in those camps. Toni will 
photograph aid workers holding a picture that illustrates something powerful for 
them about the Cambodian refugee crisis and record their experience of it. These 
portraits and accompanying text will be captured in an online photo essay posted on 
the website of the Cambodian Association of Great Philadelphia. Toni’s aim is to 
broaden the historical record and draw attention to the terror, chaos, and injustice of 
war and statelessness. 
 
Trapeta B. Mayson 
Change Partner: Federation of Neighborhood Centers 
Neighborhood: Germantown 
Discipline: Literary Arts/Folk Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Through the creation of the Kergiema Liberian Youth Cultural Arts Exchange and a 
series of eight workshops revolving around the theme “I am from”, Trapeta will 
engage Liberian youth in Southwest Philadelphia in creative instruction and 
performance. Using poetry, traditional dance, singing, and drumming. Trapeta will 
use cultural arts as a foundation for youth to learn about Liberian culture, as well as 
creatively express themselves. With an aim to teach, exchange, and expand cultural 
knowledge, the project will explore youth perception of “place” and their struggles 
with “identity” and “self” in America. The project will culminate in a community 
showcase. 
 
Valerie V. Gay 
Change Partner: Salima Pace 
Neighborhood: Southwest Philadelphia 
Discipline: Visual Arts/Crafts and Textiles 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Valerie’s project, ROW:HOMe, or Reclaim Our Wall: Helping Ourselves Modify, brings 
together the neighbors on and around the 900 block of South Paxon Street in 
Southwest Philadelphia to create a mosaic mural. Not only will the mural engage 
community and bring beauty to its surroundings, but it will also evoke history and 
purpose to a wall that divides the community and typifies the blight and general 
sense of neglect felt and seen in the community. Community members will donate 
much of the mural’s materials and work together to install the mosaic, demonstrating 
the importance of art in community engagement. Valerie hopes that the project will 
preserve and honor past and present communities on the block and amplify the voice 
of a neighborhood that often goes unheard. 
 
Yared Portillo 
Change Partner: Juntos 
Neighborhood: Swarthmore 
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Discipline: Music/Folk Arts 
Grant Amount: $2,500 
 
Through the creation of community workshops, Yared’s project aims to create a 
space in Philadelphia for Son Jarocho, a traditional style of music from Veracruz, 
Mexico, that has served as a symbol of racial and cultural resistance. Yared will teach 
Son Jarocho with a focus on learning the jarana and el zapateado, the primary 
instrument and dance of the style. In addition, the project will also incorporate this 
music into the immigrant advocacy work and action already occurring at Juntos. 
Yared hopes this project will allow individuals to reflect on the immigrant experience 
through music, creation, and cultural preservation. 


